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"OVER MY 
HOULDER"! 
(By RodMy B. Krate, 

Fart city Stockyarda Co 
f̂ ealy Md BrealuuBl 

December's market seemed 
to be snake bit. 

During the holiday short 

A hat full of 
good wishes and 
luck in 1982. 
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ened month, two weeks of 
mostly back to-back sour 
prices over - shadowed the 
first lone week in December 
when cattle prices looked up. 

Slaughter cows started the 
month in high gear. Post 
Thanksgiving holiday trading 
sent packers searching (or 
cows. This resulted in cow 
prices jumping a couple of 
dollars. However, as quickly 
as prices went up they came 
down. 

In the first week of the 
month big packer cows 
through South, Central, and 
East Texas were $37 to $44, 
few to $46, the rest of the 
cows were $31 to $40. By mid 
month's close, cows stumbled, 
resulting in big cows at $35 to 
$38 small cows $27 to $37. 

For the month, stocker-
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Lamaze Child-

Birth Class 

In B Campo 
The Childbirth Education 

Association of El Campo 
announces the beginning of 
another prepared childbirth 
(Lamaze) class session, which 
will start on Monday, Jan. 4 
and will continue weekly for 
eight weeks. 

Film night will be held on 
Tuesday, Jan. 26th and is 
open to the public. The 
Cesarean birth class is 
scheduled for Monday, Feb. 
8, and mothers expecting a 
Cesarean birth are welcome 
to attend. 

Anyone who is pregnant 
and is interested in attending 
prepared childbirth classes is 
invited to register now. To 
register or call for more 
information, please phone 
Sue Jackson (713) 543-4569 or 
Susan Ray (713) 543-2385. 

Refresher Courte 
The association will also 

hold a series of classes 
designed to meet the needs'of 
expectant couples who have 
previously attended a child­
birth preparation course. 

Class sessions are sched­
uled Monday, Jan. 4; Tues 
day, March 2; and Tuesday, 
May 4th. 

feeders came in many shapes 
and sizes. Some cowfolks 
shipping calves spoke of 
cleaning their pastures, 
rounding up all their calves 
that they had left. 

Other folks said they still 
had a few more calves, but 
would hold onto them until 
next year. They hoped prices 
would be better in '82. 

Fed slaughter cattle stayed 
discouraged and kept sending 
rold chills through stocker 
feeder prices. Therefore, the 
month's slocker-feeder prices 
weren't anything to write 
home about. 

By mid December, when 
many markets closed for the 
holidays, found good steer 
calves flopping around $63 to 
$T,S, slei-rs weighinĵ  400 to 
.500 pounds, %rt^ lo $65. 
Heifers weighing 300 to 500 
pounds were usually $52 to 
$5A. 

Fed slaughter cattle sup 
plies will be tightening and 
hopefully will point to an 
improved picture in the long 
term. By December 1, cattle 
on feed in the 7 major feeding 
states were down 8 percent 
from a year ago, according to 
the USDA report. Place­
ments were off 2 percent 
from last year, making it the 
smallest number placed on 
feed during November since 
1974. 

Hog prices went adrift in 
December. Tremendous 
movements of hogs through 
the mid-west kept downward 
pressure on hog prices. 
Central, South, and East 
Texas top hogs at mid 
month were $38 to $42. 

Locally, lean sow prices 
stayed equal to or sometimes 
over top hog prices. The 
strong seasonal sausage de­
mand kept sow prices up. 

December closed with the 
cattle market in the nearest 
thing to a wreck it's been in 
for a long time. For 1982. 
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Blood Drive 

In Whadon "" 

Sat, Jan. 2 

Area residents will have an 
opportunity to help prevent a 
holiday blood shortage by 
participating in the Wharton 
Ministerial Alliancê  blood 
drive on Sat., Jan. 2. 

Skilled personnel from the 
Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center will screen and draw 
donors from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
and 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall of First 
Methodist Church at 1717 
Pioneer in Wharton. 

Rev. Kenneth Goodell, 
blood drive coordinator, 
urges all area residents to 
donate and cover their 
families' blood needs for an 
entire year. If you are a 
member of a Life Plan II 
group, your donation will also 
count toward the groupk goal. 

To make an appointment to 
donate on Jan. 2, call Rev. 
Goodell at 6574942. For 
questions about donating, call 
The Blood Center at 791-6360. 
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prices starting the year 
steady and holding its 
balance will he accomplish­
ment. 

We wish you 
happiness and 
health in the! 
days to come. 
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The Tirst one you kiu tflci 
the New Year begini will love 
you most during the year. 

If you lay a pica of lilver 
outside the door on New 
Year's Eve night, get up the 
next morning without spetUng 
to anyone and bring it <n. you 
will have plenty of money the 
rest of the year. 

If you leave the Chriitnuu 
tree up after New Year's you 
will have bad hick. 

These and other tuperiti-
tions surround the lut and 
first days of the year, and 
University of Houston folklor-
ist Carl Lindahl says most New 
Year beliefs fall in the general 
categories of predictions, 
purification ritual and chang­
ing behavior patterns for the 
coming year. They also 
generally have to do with good 
or bad luck, and others to keep 
in mind as the year draws to an 
end include: 

* If you make a visit or have 
company on New Year's Day, 
you will have similar ex­
periences every day of the 
coming year. 

* If you move on New 
Year's Day. some member of 
the family will die that year. 

* If a visitor spends the night 
on New Year's Eve, but not the 
next night, there will be a death 
in the family. 

* If you see a man and a 
woman in front of the fire 
when you arise on New Year's 
morning, you will get married 
before the year is out. 

* If you take up ashes on 
New Year's you will have bad 
luck. 

* On New Year's Day. to 
have plenty to eat all the year, 
you must eat blackeyed peas 
and hog jowl, and every 
member of the family must stir 
the pot. 

Dr. Lindahl, an assistant 
professor of English, says this 
last bit of folklore seems to 
have originated in the U.S. 
Although no one knows for 
sure, it may have started after 
the Civil War when some 
planters who had nothing to 
eat but black-eyed peas at a 
New Year's dinner were lucky 
enough to regain their fortunes 
so they credited the New 
Year's meal for their luck. 

However, most New Year's 
traditions originated much 
earlier in our history, and our 
traditional "no holds barred" 
version of celebrating New 
Year's Eve has many historical 
precedents. 

LindiAl Siiys many anthro­
pologist', and cultural experts 
agree that foi major transi­
tions in life to be marked, a 
person goes through some type 
of separation and inverted 
behavior. 

"For instance." Lindahl 
points out that "at a bachelor 
party the groom is expected to 
do things and act in ways 
which are exactly opposite 
from what the wedding is all 
about. This takes you out of 
the community for a while to 
emphasize that when you come 
back you will have i different 
status from when you left it. 

"The same applies to New 
Year's Eve on a much grander 
scale. It's a time for people to 
be other than themselves, get 
disguised, adopt a different 
identity. The European mum­
ming tradition is a good 
example of this. Citizens got 
dressed in ooRtumes and 
performed plays for the 
community going from house 
to house. They adopted a new 
personality, acted aggressively 
and did thmî sthey wouldn't 
normally do to their neighbon. 
It provided a socially accept­
able outlet for anti-social 
behavior, and that's still how 
we observe New Year's Eve," 
says Lindahl. 

In the Middle Ages thi^ 
period of time was marked by** 
a mock court with the Lord of 

Misrule named ai mock king 
and an entire group of mock 
courtiers choien to poke fun at 
reality, Lindahl uyi. 

If this New Year's Eve 
behavior leemt slightly rem-
iniioent of Halloween, it's not 
lurpriiing. Celtic traditions 
celebrated November 1 u the 
first day of the new year. The 
Celts ruled most of Europe 
prior to German and Roman 
rule and used the traditional 
harvest time and the period of 
a miyor butchering to mark the 
end of the old year and the 
beginning of the new. 

Halloween and New Year's 
Eve have other similarities, 
Lindahl poinu out. "They are 
both times that fall on the 
seams between the seasons. 
The lirtt is between fall and 
winter, and the latter falls 
between winter and spring. 
These are times that are good 
for telling the future, when 
normal rules do not apply. The 
Ceiu believed their flrst day of 
the year wis a time when all 
the spirits who had died that 
year were on earth for the last 
time, 

"A good deal of the 
other worM was on earth for 
that day. and you could look 
into the past and the future," 
says Lindahl. "Thii same 
belief is still attached to New 
Year's and explains our annual 
resolutions, pcychic predic­
tions for the coming year and 
those good luck supersti­
tions." 

Ahhough the celebrations 
have always been as wild, 
Lindahl says they have not 
always occurred on December 
31. In fact, he hesitates to 

We hope the com ing year | 

will be prosperous for you! I 
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guess how many different New 
Year's Eves there have been 
throughput history. 

The Romans choie January 
as the flrst month for their 
solar calendar and named it for 

the god Janus, the god of 
tresholds who had two heads, 
one looking forward and o'"' 

(Continued on pace 13) 
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We wish you health 
and happiness all 
days of every year. 
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Conference Set 
On 'Profitable 
Decision Making 

Farmers and ranchers of 
Texas will need to sharpen 
their survival skills as they 
enter 1982. > 

They will be faced with 
continuing rising production 
costs and lower net incomes, 
say economists with the 
Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service, Texas A&M Univer­
sity System. 

To help farmers cope with 
the worsening cost-price 
.squeeze and be aware of 
strategies that can move 
them toward the plus side of 
the ledger in the new year, 
eight conferences on "Profit 
able Decision-Making in 1982" 
have been scheduled across 
the state in January and 
February. 

Producers are invited to 
attend the conference for this 
area Wednesday. Jan. 6th in 
Georgetown at the Commun­
ity Center in City Park, with 
cotton and grain sorghum the 
featured commodities. 

Registration information is 
available from your local 
county Extension agents. 
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Holiday *' 
Activltlesf' ?" 
24 Yrs. Ago 

{Dec. 19,19571 
Eagle Lake business firms 

plan special closings in 
observance of the Christmas 
holiday. . . Mr. and Mrs. J. 
W. Adkins of Lissie cele­
brated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on Dec. 22nd.. . 
Jim Milby. outstanding end 
for the bi-district champion 
Eagle Lake Eagles football 
team, won state-wide distinc­
tion and was appointed to the 
first All-State Class A team.. 

The Garwood Lions Club 
entertain with a Christmas 
party and listen to Rev. W. 
P. Deatherage. a popular 
humorist, of Houston. . . Miss 
Vera Crippen became the 
new Colorado County Wo-
menk Home Demonstration 
Agent and will succeed Miss 
Edna Prentice on Jan. 1. 

(Dec. 26,1957] 
Eagle Lake business firms 

will be closed Wednesday, 
Jan. 1 in observance of the 
New Year Holiday. . . Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Prybert. Jr. had 
one of the happiest Christ-
mases ever, when they were 
blessed with a daughter born 
Christmas morning in the 
Laughlin Hospital. She has 
been named Katherine. . . 
Four C.C. directors were 
elected to serve three-year 
terms. They were L. S. Tate, 
Clyde Brown. Fred Yeager. 
and L. J. Spanihel... A New 
Year̂  Eve dance to be held at 
Nada KJT Hall with the 
popular Rhine Winkler Or­
chestra providing music. . . 
David Cook, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Cook of Eagle 
Lake, is a member of the 
University of Texas Long-
horn band and will travel to 
the Sugar Bowl in New 
Orleans when Texas will play 
Mississippi. 

Earnings Limit to Rise 
For Social Secu/itv Tax 
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looking backward, he says. 
It wasn't until the 16th 

century, according to Lindahl, 
that the rest of Europe 
accepted this date. During the 
Middle Ages in England the 
New Year began on the first 
day of spring. 

However, even though the 
dates have changed through 
the yean, a belief in the magic 
of this time of year remains, 
says Lindahl, and we are even 
adiiUng new supentitions to the 
existing folkloit. 

At least in the United States 
Lindahl sees a new superstition 
which is gaining as much 
strength and as large a 
following as ahnott any odier 
tradition: 

* If you don't see at least 
one football game on New 
Year's Day. you will have bad 
luck the rest of the year. 

However, there it one 
ancient superstition which 
mû  now serve as a warning to 
those maktaig a small wager on 
this newer tradition: 

* If you give away money on 
New Year's Day, you'll be 
poor by the end of the year. 

The slraiaii tnll for Sodal 
Security tam - the point at 
which the lovenuiitBt stops 
ukina aoaey out of your 
paycheck for the retirement 
fund - wm riic to $32,400 In 
I9S2. the Social Security 
Admiaiitration announced. 

That it an tncreaie of S2.'KX) 
from tMi yfar'i earning Umit 
of 129,700. 

And Afflsricani paying top 
rate will pay out $19S more 
aext year, itooe the nuudmum 
tax will riK from Sl,975 to 
$2,170. 

Under a law pamed in 1977 
to bail out the retirement 

IRA Plan 
Offers Most a 
Tax Shelter 

With blessings, if not 
downright encouragement 
from Uncle Sam, most 
working Americans can 
shelter $2,000 in earned 
income from taxea next 
year. 

It's one of the bonuses of 
the Economic Recovery 
Tax Act of 1981 that has 
financial institutions 
practically dancing with 
anticipation. 

The tax bill, recently 
signed by President 
Reagan, dramatically 
changed provisions regard­
ing individual retirement 
accounts. 

Deduct from Income 
An IRA allows an 

Individual to put money in 
an inveatment account and 
deduct the contribution 
from his taxable income. 
Since 1975, IRAs have only 
been available to workers 
who weren't participating in 
employer-sponsored plans. 

Moreover, contributions 
to IRAs were limited to 
$1,500 a year per individual 
or 15 percent of earned 
income, whichever was 
less. But the new law has 
significantly broadened the 
IRA market by extending 
benefits to workers whose 
employers have qualified 
pension plana,'ftus It has 
-raised d)e limit on ...the 
maximum contribution. 

IS.tH Per Person 
After Jan. 1, an individual 

may invest 12,000 of his 
earned income annually in 
an individual retirement 
account. A $2,000 contribu­
tion would cut a person's 
taxes by $700, for instance, 
if he is in the 35 percent tax 
bracket — which generally 
means a taxable income of 
about $25,000. 

A couple with one working 
ipouse can invest $2,250 a 
year and a working couple 
un each contribute $2,000. 
It can add up to a significant 
nest egg. If a working 
couple invests the maxi­
mum potsible under the 
new law for the next 20 
years, and earns 11 percent 
compounded interest on 
that investment, they could 
accumulate some $300,000 
at retirement. 

Taxes Deferred 
What's more, no Uxea 

system, the Social Securitv tax 
rate will riK next January from 
6.65 percent of earnings to 
6.70 percent. Employers' 
contributiontriK by the same 
amount. 

The law requires the 
earnings- limit to rise in 
response'to increases in the 
average annual wages nation­
wide, the agency said Friday. 
For the last four years, 
however, Congren has set its 
own earnings limits, which 
were higher than those the 
automatic escalator would 
have let. 

For the self-employed, the 
1982 tax rate will rise from 
9.30 percent to 9.3S percent 
next year, resulting in a 
maximum possible tax of 
$3>029.40 up $267.30 over this 
year, the government said. The 
earnings limit for self-
employed people also rises to 
$32,400 annually. 

Funeral Services 

Held For Sister 

Of F. Kasmiersky 

Funeral services were held 
on Dec. 19th from the 
Guardian Angel Catholic 
Church in Wallis for Mrs. 
Millie Krenek. 88, of Orchard, 
a sister of Frank 
Kasmiersky of Nada. 

Mrs. Millie Krenek was 
born on Dec. 1. 1893 in 
Fayetteville and was reared 
there. On Nov. 27. 1917 she 
was married to Edward 
Krenek at Fayetteville. Mrs. 
Krenek died at her home in 
Orchard on Dec. 16th. 

Survivors include her hus­
band, Edward Krenek of 
Orchard; three sons and 
daughters-in-law, Ray and 
Irene Krenek of Sealy, 
Linharl and Maxine Krenek of 
Houston, Johnnie and Monica 
Krenek of Orchard; one 
brother, Frank Kasmiersky 
of Nada; sixteen grandchil 
dren; and five great grand­
children. 

Interment was in the 
.Guardian Angel Cemetery in 

*Sval\is. 

11 Criminal 
Cases Heard 
In County Court 

Eleven cases were handled 
by County Judge Lester J. 
Cranek in the December 
session of Colorado County 
Court. Four of the charges 
were for illegal checks and 
three on driving charges. 

Cases on check charges 
included: Tina Clark, theft by 
check, failed to appear and 
state moved for arrest; Rubin 
Williams, theft by check, 
failed to appear, state moved 
for arrest; Rodney Hicks, 
theft by check, failed To 
appear, state moved for 
arrest; Michael Morse, theft 
by check, failed to appear, 
state moved for arrest. 

Driving while intoxicated 
charges included: Rogelio C. 
Cardenas, court appointed 
attorney and defendant pled 
guilty and fined $260 and 
costs of court, fine and costs 
credited to $15 per day for 19 
days of jail time and one year 
probation granted (adjudi 
cation was deferred for one 
year); Steve Galloway, pled 
guilty, fined $150 and costs 
and one year probation 
(adjudication deferred for 
one year); Ronald Wayne 

The points farthest apart 
in the United States are 
Log Point, Elliot Key, Flori­
da; and Kure Island, Hawaii. 

will be due on the earnings 
until the person begins with­
drawing the money at 59Vi. 
By that time, presumably 
he will be In a lower tax 
bracket. 

The caveat ttf all this is 
that the government will 
charge a stiff tax penalty if 
the funds are withdrawn 
before age 59Vi. 
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Mascheck-Marx Gulf Sta. 
Mr. and Mra. Victor Maaeheck 
and Employeea - Eagle Lake 

Black, pled guilty and fined 
$220 and costs and one year 
probation (adjudication de­
ferred for one year). 

School Attendance Charge 
Mr. and Mrs. Juan Mesa 

were charged with thwarting 
school attendance and the case 
was continued on agreement 
of Mrs. Mesa that child will 
continue school after medical 
service in January of 1982 in 
Florida. 

Other cases included: Os­
wald Dewey Matthews, char 
ged with assault, failed to 
appear and state moved for 
arrest; 

Billy Eugene Watts, char­
ged with possession of 
marijuana, failed to appear 

and continue on motion of 
sUte due to lack of proper 
address; 

Woodrow Anderson, char 
ged with non-support, ap 
peered and was instructed to 
pay $250 now to dependants 
and to pay $200 every two 
weeks thereafter. 
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H's a brand new year... may it bring you success 
in all your endeavors! Our sincerest thanks for your 
friendship in the past 
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